What is Stormwater Awareness Week
 You might not ever stop to think about stormwater, but we do!
And this week, we’re celebrating the often-overlooked system that protects our waterways.
💧 Did you know?
 Those grates you see along the street are storm drains. They carry rainwater and melting snow directly to local rivers, creeks, streams, and lakes. Unlike the water in your home, stormwater isn’t treated, so anything that flows into those drains goes straight into our shared waters.
🚫 Unfortunately, as rain and snowmelt travel across roads, lawns, and driveways, they pick up pollutants like oil, trash, pet waste, and lawn chemicals. These harmful substances end up in our waterways, untreated.
But we can all do our part to help reduce stormwater pollution! Learn more at www.franklinswcd.org/stormwater-week

#ohiostormwaterawarenessweek

Keep Storm Drains Clean
You can help minimize flooding and drainage issues by keeping your storm drains, ditches and culverts free of debris. 
Leaves and yard waste can clog storm drains and create backups and flooding.
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Native Plants
Native plants, especially trees, are one of the best tools we have for preventing water pollution! Their roots trap pollutants like sediment and soak up stormwater before it has a chance to flood rivers and streams. Native plants also benefit pollinators! 
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Rain Barrels & Gardens
Harvest roof water by installing a rain barrel or a rain garden!

💧Use the water collected in a rain barrel to water your garden. Your plants love soft, mineral-free rainwater that you’ll capture and store for when you need it.
 💧Rain gardens collect stormwater and allow it to soak into the soil and roots of perennial plants, reducing flooding and pollution that goes down the drain and into our rivers and streams!
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 Dog Waste
Leaving your pup's [image: 💩]in your yard, someone else's yard, or the sidewalk can not only create a sticky situation for you and your neighbors, it can also put our waterways and aquatic wildlife in a ruff spot. Dog poop contains high amounts of E. coli and nitrogen that harms drinking water, makes water unsafe to play in, and promotes the growth of algae. Doo the right thing and always pick up poop!
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Leave the Leaves
Mulching your grass clippings and leaves puts nutrients back into your lawn. This can reduce your need for fertilizer. Reducing fertilizer use keeps excess nutrients out of our waterways. 
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Salt
Safe Sidewalks, Clean Water! You Can Have Both!
We get it, no one wants to slip on icy sidewalks in winter. But that doesn’t mean you need to blanket your walkway in salt. In fact, using too much salt doesn’t make things safer, it just pollutes our waterways.
🧂 Here’s the scoop on salt:
 For salt to actually melt ice, it needs space between the crystals, about 3 inches apart!
So, take a measuring tape…..no, we’re just kidding.
Follow the advice below and shovel, scatter, sweep your way to cleaner water.
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